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been dedicated to them, and she under-
stands these issues on a deeply Dper-
sonal level. She knows them inside and
out because she served to fight for
them inside and out of the DOJ, inside
and out of the New York Attorney Gen-
eral’s Office, inside and out of the orga-
nization whose mission is to protect
them, and she is the daughter of immi-
grants who grew up in the Nation’s
largest public housing complex. She is
also the mother of a 16-year-old son,
who is growing up in this moment of
reckoning for racial justice, equality,
and equity in America.

If memory serves me, she also once
took a field trip to the Hartford area,
in Connecticut, and watched a then
comparatively young State attorney
general who was arguing in court in a
desegregation case. Now, I have no illu-
sions that this experience played any
part in her desire to use her extraor-
dinary skills and talents and gifts and
education as a public servant and law-
yer for the public good, but that has
been her career, and that is exactly
what we need now at the helm of the
Civil Rights Division.

There is no excuse for waiting an-
other moment to confirm her to this
most important post. She is the civil
rights chief for this moment because
we are in a moment of reckoning. Jus-
tice, equity, and equality are on the
line now, and her strength and tenacity
meet this moment.

Unfortunately, there are some on the
other side who have used Ms. Clarke’s
nomination to make baseless allega-
tions against her, including allegations
that she supports abolishing the police.
To support this distortion, they have
repeatedly invoked a 2020 op-ed written
by Ms. Clarke and published by News-
week. I want to meet that article head
on because, at our Judiciary Commit-
tee’s markup just 2 weeks ago, Senator
CRUZ selectively excerpted portions of
that op-ed, claiming that they dem-
onstrated that Ms. Clarke ‘“‘explicitly”
advocated abolishing the police.

There is only one problem with this
argument: Ms. Clarke never wrote
that. It just isn’t true. Ms. Clarke’s
piece is a thoughtful call to rethink
how we approach law enforcement in a
country that is going through a mo-
ment in which thousands of Americans
have called out for real reform, real
change, real action.

I have been proud to be involved in
peaceful demonstrations and rallies
throughout the State of Connecticut—
probably 20 or maybe more of them
over the last summer—when young
people led these public calls for justice
in policing, justice in housing, justice
in the workplace, and justice in
healthcare—all of them implicated in
this moment.

The fact is the word ‘‘abolition’ ap-
pears only once in the entire op-ed.
That word appears once in the op-ed—
“abolition”—when it is used to de-
scribe the huge range of views held by
others, activists and local govern-
ments. That is it. That word ‘‘aboli-
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tion” is used to describe the views of
others, not her views.

Senator CRUZ has also distorted her
record in another way in claiming she
had written a provocative email com-
paring the police to the Ku Klux Klan.
That is simply not true. In reality, the
passage Senator CRUZ quoted was writ-
ten by someone else—an activist—in an
essay that Ms. Clarke had simply for-
warded in an email. In the email, the
subject line includes the actual au-
thor’s name, and the essay is signed at
the end by the author.

Had Senator CRUZ bothered to look
at the entirety of the email and of that
document instead of cherry-picking a
line to fit his preconceived narrative,
he would have known, and it would
have been truer to the facts here. Ms.
Clarke no more wrote the words Sen-
ator CRUZ attributed to her than he
did.

At a time when the country faces a
moment of reckoning over racial jus-
tice, the Civil Rights Division needs
someone with Ms. Clarke’s knowledge,
skill, dexterity of thinking, life experi-
ence, heart, and dedication because
these challenges are immense and they
need to be addressed. She is the person
for this moment. That is exactly what
she will do, address the need for equity
and equality in civil rights enforce-
ment. She will be tenacious but
thoughtful and insightful and true to
the law, serving the rule of law. She is
a dedicated and devoted public servant,
committed to equal justice, civil
rights, and the rule of law.

I have seen that firsthand, and I
know I am not the only one who thinks
so. The letters the Judiciary Com-
mittee has received in support of her
nomination reflect a broad, profes-
sionally and ideologically diverse coa-
lition of individuals and organizations
that know that she is, without a doubt,
eminently qualified for this position.

That support includes law enforce-
ment, like the Major Cities Chiefs As-
sociation, the National Organization of
Black Law Enforcement Executives,
the National Association of Women
Law Enforcement Executives, the His-
panic American Police Command Offi-
cers Association, and 71 former attor-
neys general from red States and blue
States.

The National Organization of Black
Law Enforcement Executives wrote:

Ms. Clarke has displayed the qualities of
leadership, empathy, excellence, and persist-
ence in supporting and defending the U.S.
Constitution while ensuring equal protection
and justice for all Americans.

The 71 former attorneys general
wrote:

Kristen Clarke is someone with immense
credibility among community leaders in
each of our states—she has handled cases of
hate crimes, constitutional policing, human
trafficking, and voting rights, and, most re-
cently, has done effective work on violent
extremism and the threat that it poses to
our citizens.

I believe strongly that Kristen
Clarke should be confirmed right away,
without delay, and I encourage all of
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my colleagues to see the baseless alle-
gations against her for what they are—
a distortion—and I urge them to sup-
port her nomination. I have confronted
those allegations. They are unworthy
of repetition, but I think my colleagues
should know the truth behind them.
The Civil Rights Division and the
American people need Kristen Clarke.

For me, this vote feels very personal.
Two of my four children are graduating
literally today and during this week
from law school. I hope they will use
the great gifts that they have, the
skills that they have acquired, and the
advocacy that they have been learning
to advance the public interests in the
way that Kristen Clarke has done
throughout her extraordinary career. I
hope they will regard her as a role
model because she has sought justice.

She has fought to uphold the rights
of people who are vulnerable, Ameri-
cans who are voiceless, and ordinary
Americans, who all too often have been
denied their rights. She has stood up
for them; she has spoken out; and I
hope we will confirm her tomorrow
with a bipartisan vote.

I yield the floor.

I suggest the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
proceeded to call the roll.

Mr. SCHUMER. Madam President, I
ask unanimous consent that the order
for the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

———

LEGISLATIVE SESSION

MORNING BUSINESS

Mr. SCHUMER. Madam President, I
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate proceed to legislative session for a
period of morning business, with Sen-
ators permitted to speak therein for up
to 10 minutes each.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

————

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS

REMEMBERING DR. PETER B.
LYONS

e Mr. HEINRICH. Mr. President, it is
my honor to recognize the life of Dr.
Peter B. Lyons, a steadfast and selfless
public servant, who over the course of
an unparalleled and distinguished ca-
reer at Los Alamos National Labora-
tory, the U.S. Senate, the Nuclear Reg-
ulatory Commission, and the U.S. De-
partment of Energy, made numerous
contributions to the field of nuclear
physics, to the State of New Mexico,
and to our country’s nuclear energy
community.

In 2010, Dr. Lyons was confirmed as
the Assistant Secretary for Nuclear
Energy at the U.S. Department of En-
ergy. As Assistant Secretary, he fo-
cused on incorporating modeling and
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simulation into all programs through
the Nuclear Energy Advanced Modeling
and Simulation Program, advancing
the management of used nuclear fuel
through the development of the Strat-
egy for the Management and Disposal
of Used Nuclear Fuel and High-Level
Radioactive Waste, and leading the Nu-
clear Energy Group that established
the Small Modular Reactor Licensing
Technical Support Program for a new
generation of safe, reliable, low-carbon
nuclear energy technology. Under his
leadership, the Nuclear Energy Univer-
sity Program also expanded its success-
ful work supporting universities in the
United States as they prepared the
next generation of nuclear engineering
leaders.

Prior to his leadership at the Depart-
ment of Energy, Dr. Lyons served for
415 years on the Nuclear Regulatory
Commission and for 8 years as an in-
valuable member of U.S. Senator Pete
V. Domenici’s staff, when Senator
Domenici was the chairman of both the
Senate Energy Committee and Appro-
priations Energy and Water Develop-
ment Subcommittee. He and Senator
Domenici focused on broadening the
use of nuclear energy in its safest con-
figuration as a critical way to reduce
dependence on other forms of energy
that contributed to climate change.

For nearly 30 years, Dr. Lyons
worked as a nuclear physicist at Los
Alamos National Laboratory. He
served as Director for Industrial Part-
nerships, Deputy Associate Director for
Energy and Environment, and Deputy
Associate Director for Defense Re-
search and Applications. At Los Ala-
mos, he also spent a decade supporting
nuclear test diagnostics and served as
the Chairman of the NATO Nuclear Ef-
fects Task Force. He published more
than 100 technical papers and held
three patents related to fiber optics
and plasma diagnostics. He was also
elected to the Los Alamos School
Board for 16 years, a true reflection of
his broad dedication to public service.

Dr. Lyons received his undergraduate
degree in physics and mathematics
from the University of Arizona and his
doctorate in nuclear astrophysics from
the California Institute of Technology.
He was a fellow of the American Nu-
clear Society, ANS, a fellow of the
American Physical Society, and recipi-
ent of the Eisenhower Award for distin-
guished service from the ANS.

Behind all of these extraordinary
achievements and vital contributions
to our country lay a humble, kind, and
profoundly decent person. All who
knew Dr. Lyons, or ‘“Pete,” as he in-
sisted his friends and associates call
him, will never forget his kindness, his
thoughtfulness, and his willingness to
help everyone who approached him.
Even as he fought the cancer that
eventually took his life, he retained his
optimistic nature and his great sense
of humor.

My thoughts are with all of Pete’s
family, friends, and colleagues as they
mourn his loss and reflect on all that
he accomplished in his life.®
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REMEMBERING DR. ARMIN REMBE

e Mr. HEINRICH. Madam President, it
is a deep honor to recognize the life of
an extraordinary New Mexican, Dr.
Armin Rembe of Los Ranchos. The first
oncologist-hematologist in Albu-
querque, Dr. Rembe served countless
numbers of patients in New Mexico de-
livering lifesaving care over a long and
successful medical career.

Originally from Seattle, WA, Dr.
Rembe developed a lifelong love for his
adopted home State of New Mexico. He
studied everything he could about New
Mexico’s rich history and culture. He
also became a preeminent collector of
Spanish colonial art and served for
yvears as a judge at the annual Spanish
Market in Santa Fe.

With his wife of 58 years, Penny, Dr.
Rembe developed his second career
after retiring from medicine as an or-
ganic farmer and steward of Los
Poblanos Historic Inn and Organic
Farm in Los Ranchos. The historic
property was designed by the renowned
architect John Gaw Meem and sits
amid 25 acres of lavender fields, cotton-
wood trees, and formal gardens in the
Rio Grande Valley.

For 45 years, Dr. Rembe and Penny
worked tirelessly to grow the success-
ful and dynamic mission of Los
Poblanos as a gem of historical preser-
vation, a venue with world-class hospi-
tality, and a working organic farm
that keeps the tradition of agriculture
in the Rio Grande alive while mini-
mizing the use of precious water re-
sources.

Above all else, Dr. Rembe was proud
of his family. My thoughts are with his
beloved wife, Penny, their four chil-
dren, Emily, Armin, Jay and Matthew,
and their eight grandchildren, as they
grieve this loss and remember a life
well-lived.e

MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE
RECEIVED DURING ADJOURNMENT

ENROLLED BILL SIGNED

Under the authority of the order of
the Senate of January 3, 2021, the Sec-
retary of the Senate, on May 20, 2021,
during the adjournment of the Senate,
received a message from the House of
Representatives announcing that the
Speaker had signed the following en-
rolled bill:

H.R. 1318. An act to restrict the imposition
by the Secretary of Homeland Security of
fines, penalties, duties, or tariffs applicable
only to coastwise voyages, or prohibit other-
wise qualified non-United States citizens
from serving as crew, on specified vessels
transporting passengers between the State of
Washington and the State of Alaska, to ad-
dress a Canadian cruise ship ban and the ex-
traordinary impacts of the COVID-19 pan-
demic on Alaskan communities, and for
other purposes.

————

MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE

ENROLLED BILL SIGNED
The President pro tempore (Mr.
LEAHY) announced that on today, May
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24, 2021, he has signed the following en-
rolled bill, which was previously signed
by the Speaker of the House:

H.R. 1318. An act to restrict the imposition
by the Secretary of Homeland Security of
fines, penalties, duties, or tariffs applicable
only to coastwise voyages, or prohibit other-
wise qualified non-United States citizens
from serving as crew, on specified vessels
transporting passengers between the State of
Washington and the State of Alaska, to ad-
dress a Canadian cruise ship ban and the ex-
traordinary impacts of the COVID-19 pan-

demic on Alaskan communities, and for
other purposes.
——
MEASURES PLACED ON THE
CALENDAR

The following bills were read the sec-
ond time, and placed on the calendar:

S. 1775. A bill to address gun violence, im-
prove the availability of records to the Na-
tional Instant Criminal Background Check
System, address mental illness in the crimi-
nal justice system, and end straw purchases
and trafficking of illegal firearms, and for
other purposes.

H.R. 3237. An act making emergency sup-
plemental appropriations for the fiscal year
ending September 30, 2021, and for other pur-
poses.

——————

EXECUTIVE AND OTHER
COMMUNICATIONS

The following communications were
laid before the Senate, together with
accompanying papers, reports, and doc-
uments, and were referred as indicated:

EC-1075. A communication from the Direc-
tor of the Regulatory Management Division,
Environmental Protection Agency, transmit-
ting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule en-
titled ‘‘Sodium lauroyl sarcosinate; Exemp-
tion from the Requirement of a Tolerance’
(FRL No. 10022-72) received in the Office of
the President of the Senate on May 18, 2021;
to the Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition,
and Forestry.

EC-1076. A communication from the Asso-
ciate Director of the Regulatory Manage-
ment Division, Environmental Protection
Agency, transmitting, pursuant to law, the
report of a rule entitled ‘‘Trifludimoxazin;
Pesticide Tolerances’ (FRL No. 10019-62) re-
ceived in the Office of the President of the
Senate on May 18, 2021; to the Committee on
Agriculture, Nutrition, and Forestry.

EC-1077. A communication from the Sec-
retary of the Treasury, transmitting, pursu-
ant to law, a six-month periodic report on
the national emergency with respect to the
threat from securities investments that fi-
nance Communist Chinese military compa-
nies that was declared in Executive Order
13959 of November 12, 2020; to the Committee
on Banking, Housing, and Urban Affairs.

EC-1078. A communication from the Direc-
tor of the Regulatory Management Division,
Environmental Protection Agency, transmit-
ting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule en-
titled ‘“‘Air Plan Approval; Delaware; Non-
attainment New Source Review Require-
ments for 2015 8-Hour Ozone National Ambi-
ent Air Quality Standard” (FRL No. 10023-
62-Region 3) received in the Office of the
President of the Senate on May 18, 2021; to
the Committee on Environment and Public
Works.

EC-1079. A communication from the Direc-
tor of the Regulatory Management Division,
Environmental Protection Agency, transmit-
ting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule en-
titled ‘““Air Plan Approval; Pennsylvania;
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